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Monument Purpose  
To honor the service, sacrifice and legacy of the 129 souls lost on USS Thresher (SSN -593) on 10 
April 1963.  

Detailed Justification 
Subject:  Justification for placing within Arlington National Cemetery a lasting monument to 
recognize the service, sacrifice and legacy of the 129 souls lost on USS Thresher (SSN -593) on 
10 April 1963. The monument is requested to be placed along a walkway in a non-burial area of 
the cemetery.  

USS Thresher, lead ship of a class of nuclear-powered attack submarines, was built at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, Maine. Commissioned in August 1961, USS Thresher was 
the world's most technologically advanced nuclear-powered submarine of her day. She was 
designed to be our Nation’s silent guardian by hunting down and destroying Soviet Ballistic 
Missile Submarines before they could unleash their nuclear weapons on key military 
installations and cities across our Nation. USS Thresher was 278' 6" in length, 31' 8" in beam, 
and displaced 3,700 tons on the surface, and 4,300 tons submerged. Her top speed was greater 
than 20 knots and her maximum operational depth greater than 400 feet. USS Thresher was 
manned by an operational crew of 12 officers and 96 enlisted men. Duty aboard USS Thresher 
was a coveted assignment. The Submariners who met the stringent selection criteria were 
among the best the elite US Navy Submarine Force had to offer. After commissioning, USS 
Thresher conducted lengthy trials in the western Atlantic and Caribbean areas in 1961 and 
1962, providing a thorough evaluation of her many new technological features and weapons. 
After the completion of these test operations, Thresher returned to her builders for 
maintenance. 

On April 10, 1963, USS Thresher departed from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to perform 
deep-diving tests accompanied by the submarine rescue ship USS Skylark (ASR-20). In addition 
to her 12 officers and 96 enlisted men, the submarine carried 4 additional staff officers and 17 
civilian technicians to observe her performance during the deep-diving tests. Fifteen minutes 
after reaching her assigned test depth, the submarine communicated with Skylark by 
underwater telephone, apprising the submarine rescue ship of difficulties. Garbled 
transmissions indicated that--far below the surface--things were going wrong. Suddenly, 
listeners in Skylark heard a noise "like air rushing into an air tank"--then, silence. Repeated 
efforts to reestablish contact with Thresher failed. 
A search group was immediately formed to locate the submarine. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-
43) subsequently recovered bits of debris, including gloves and bits of internal insulation. 
Photographs taken by bathyscaph Trieste proved that the submarine had broken up, taking all-
hands on board to their deaths in deep water, approximately 220 miles east of Boston. 
The loss of THRESHER was the genesis of the SUBSAFE Program. In June 1963, in the aftermath 
of the loss of Thresher while investigations, design reviews and testimony to congress were in 
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progress, the SUBSAFE Program was created. The purpose of the SUBSAFE Program is to 
provide maximum reasonable assurance of watertight integrity and recovery capability of a 
Submarine. A culture of Safety is central to the entire Navy submarine community. This starts at 
the designers, and includes builders, operational crews as well as maintenance 
organizations. The SUBSAFE Program clearly defines non-negotiable requirements, requires 
annual training of personnel and then ensures compliance with reviews including audits and 
independent oversight. The annual training requirement includes review of past failures 
including the loss of Thresher. To submerge, a submarine must be SUBSAFE certified. This is a 
process, not just a final step. SUBSAFE certification covers design, installed material, fabrication 
processes and as well as comprehensive testing. In these areas, documentation must be exact 
and based on objective quality evidence. This means that records back to original material 
composition as well as detailed testing results must be reviewed and retained throughout the 
life of a submarine. 
To many the detailed requirements, rigorous training, constant review and questioning 
attitude, as well as the meticulous record keeping may seem excessive, but the program is 
successful. In the 48 years before SUBSAFE there were 16 non-combat related submarine 
losses, an average of one every three years. Since inception of the SUBSAFE program only one 
submarine, USS Scorpion SSN 589 – has been lost, and it was not a SUBSAFE certified 
submarine. In the 50 years since the inception of the SUBSAFE program, there has not been a 
loss of a single SUBSAFE certified submarine. To maintain comprehensiveness and objectivity 
there is an independent oversight council, tasked with ensuring effectiveness and avoiding 
complacency within the SUBSAFE program. When analyzing the loss of both Space Shuttles, 
Challenger and Columbia, the SUBSAFE program was utilized as a safety standard; if a like 
process had been followed those tragedies might have been avoided. 
The SUBSAFE Program is the legacy of those lost on USS Thresher – and it has made a lasting 
significant contribution to the Submarine Force, the United States Navy and to our Nation. 
Those who sailed in Thresher were true pioneers in submarine technology and were lost while 
testing those advances that in many ways were essential in our nation prevailing in the Cold 
War. No bodies were ever recovered, and they remain entombed in the crushed hull. No 
cemetery holds remains of any of those lost and while there are local memorials to the 
Thresher, there is none at the national level. They came from across America to serve our 
nation, and their sacrifice, service and legacy was to our nation. It is appropriate for them to be 
recognized at our National Cemetery. Only at Arlington National Cemetery will they be honored 
with others of like sacrifice and legacy for future generations to understand, admire and 
emulate their unselfish service.  

J. Clarke Orzalli, RADM USN (ret) 
Chairman SUBSAFE Oversight Council 2010-2012 
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USS Thresher (SSN-593) Commemorative Monument  
Proposed Design Concept 

 

The proposed monument design possesses simple artistry and language to communicate the 
service, sacrifice and legacy of the 129 souls lost aboard USS Thresher (SSN-593).  

Carved from Barre Granite quarried in Vermont, the monument dimensions are: 2’-8” face, 8” 
front nosing, 1’-9” depth, 1’-10” back, and a polished, 2’- 1 ¼” 34-degree slant face. A 4,000 psi-
mix concrete footer of 3’-6” depth will support the monument to ensure long term stability. 

The monument and footer are identical in dimensions and material used on the Vietnam 
Helicopter Pilot and Crewmember Monument dedicated on April 18, 2018 at Arlington National 
Cemetery.  

The size and proposed location along a walkway in a non-burial area will preserve limited 
cemetery space available within ANC for future burials.  
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Architectural Drawings 
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Monument Costs 
The monument construction, transport, placement and installation costs are estimated to be 
$4,760.  

Monument design and construction will be completed by Granite Industries of Vermont. The 
monument transport, concrete footer, placement and installation will be completed by Kline 
Memorials, Manassas, Virginia.  

A breakdown of the cost estimates from Granite Industries of Vermont & Kline Memorials are 
as follows: 

Item Est. Cost 
Monument design & construction $1,670.00 
Monument transport, foundation stone, placement & installation $3,000.00 

Total $4,670.00 
 

Monument Funding 
The monument design, construction, placement, and all supporting activities for the installation 
will be paid for and sustained in perpetuity by funds that have been raised by the USS Thresher 
Arlington National Cemetery Memorial Foundation. The USS Thresher Arlington National 
Cemetery Memorial Foundation has been incorporated in the State of New Hampshire. We 
have been granted 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status by the IRS.  

As of 7/10/2018, $52,838 has been raised to cover all costs associated with the monument 
including perpetual sustainment to ensure that the monument does not become a burden to 
the United States taxpayers. Appendix A contains a list of donors (as of July 10, 2018), who have 
contributed to help realize a USS Thresher Commemorative Monument at Arlington National 
Cemetery to honor the service, sacrifice and legacy of the 129 souls lost aboard USS Thresher 
(SSN-593).  

A self-sustaining USS Thresher ANC Memorial perpetual trust fund is being created with an 
initial investment of at least $42,000 placed into a Certificate of Deposit (CD). A portion of the 
interest earned annually from the CD will be used to cover the annual New Hampshire 
Charitable Trust fee.  

Total cash donations (Bank balance) to date: 7/6/2018 $24,923  
Total Flipcause online donations to date: 7/10/2018 $27,915  
Total donations to date: 7/10/2018 $52,838  
Estimated foundation incorporation & operating costs ($4,000) 
Monument design, construction placement & installation ($4,670) 

Estimated Total Avaliable Balance $44,168  
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Certification of Funds 
 
TD Bank Cash Donations 
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Flipcause Online Donations 
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Placement Date Verification 
The loss of USS Thresher occurred over 55 years ago on April 10, 1963.  
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Independent Study 
An independent study on the availability and suitability of an alternative location for placement 
outside ANC was conducted in 2013 by Daniel Hutchinson, PhD. Assistant Professor of History 
Belmont Abbey College (Belmont, North Carolina). Dr. Hutchinson’s independent study appears 
on the following 21 pages.  
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Appendix A: Donor List 
 
Benefactor ($5000+) 
Albert H. Konetzni, Jr., VADM USN Retired 
Carol Norton and James Abrams 
    In memory of Fred Philip Abrams, Civilian 

Inspector, PNS 
 
Philanthropist ($1000 to $4999) 
Hugh L. Bain & Christine M. Gauthier  
    In memory of Ronald E. Bain, EN2(SS) 
Alfred & Cynthia Benton  
    In memory of Wayne Wilfred Lavoie, YN1(SS) 
The Billings Family  
    In memory of LCDR John Hilary Billings, Sr.  
The DiBella Family 
    In memory of Peter DiBella, SN   
Kevin and Robin Galeaz 
Mark and Claire Guerette  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
David Gunter  
    In memory of Aaron Jackie Gunter, QM1(SS) 
Pat and Ned Kellehet 
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
John Orzalli, RADM USN Retired 
St. Andrew’s Masonic Lodge 1960 
    In memory of Henry Charles Moreau, Leadingman 

Air Conditioning, PNS - Past Lodge Master 
Betty Stephenson  
    In memory of Richard William Jones, EM2(SS) 
John A. Trubee  
USSVI Charitable Foundation  
Thomas Wiley  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
 
Diamond ($500 to $999) 
Anonymous  
    In memory of Douglas R. McClelland, EM2(SS) 
Patti Borrello  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Philip Delpero  
Thomas Gunter  
    In memory of Aaron Jackie Gunter, QM1(SS) 
Jim Huck  
Christine Hughes  
Jack Hunter, LCDR USN Retired  
William Hussey  
    In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
Susan Kaiser  
 

Amy Lopez  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Kevin McCoy, VADM USN Retired 
Kim Phillippi  
    In memory of James Frank Phillippi, SOS2(SS) 
Portmsouth Submarine Memorial Association 
The Tidewater Association of Service 

Contractors  
USSVI Haddo Base  
USSVI Thresher Base  
Francis Wiley  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
James Woods  
    In memory of Francis Michael Cummings, 

SOS2(SS) 
 
Platinum ($250-$499) 
James Bryant  
Raymond Butler  
    In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
Joseph Butler  
Joe Frederick 
    In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
William Greene  
Edith Hunt  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Kittery Rotary After Hours Club  
Greg Luring  
Tim Noonis 
    In memory of Walter Jack Noonis, RMC(SS) 
Sheila Philip  
    In memory of Walter Jack Noonis, RMC(SS) 
Sheila Philip  
    In memory of Walter Jack Noonis, RMC(SS) 
Seacoast Shipyard Association  
Robert J. Sommer, Jr., LCDR USN Retired  
USSVI Blueback Base  
USSVI Groton Base  
USSVI Requin Base  
USSVI Tullibee Base  
USSVI Twin Lakes Base 
USSVI USS Sailfish Base  
Molly Walker  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Jordan Wiley  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Phillip Wise  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
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Joseph Yurso  
Charles J. Zondarak Jr., CAPT USN Retired 
 
Gold ($100 to $249) 
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Anonymous  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
David 
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Marie Absmeier 
    In memory of Tilmon Arsenault, ENCA(SS) 
Sherman Alexander  
Art Allum  
Peter Amunrud  
    In memory of Andrew "Doc" Gallant Jr,. HMC(SS) 
William Arata  
Lorraine Arsenault 
    In memory of Tilmon Arsenault, ENCA(SS) 
James Ballantine  
Steve Bell  
Andrew Benbow  
Catherine Blake  
    In memory of LCDR John Sheldon Lyman 
Jim Bobbitt  
    In memory of Edgar Solon Bobbitt, EM2(SS) 
Robert L Branch Jr  
    In memory of Bill Klier, RN1(SS) 
Sean and Beth Brennan  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Rita Bryand  
    In memory of Richard William Jones, EM2(SS) 
Scott Burdulis  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
John Bushman  
Christopher Carlyle  
    In memory of Aaron Jackie Gunter, QM1(SS) 
William Cashin  
Richard Cecchetti  
Robert Charron  
    In memory of Robert E. Charron, Electronic 

Engineer, PNS 
Willis G. Clifford  
Theresa Conley  
    In memory of Robert E. Charron, Electronic 

Engineer, PNS 
Steven Cook  
Nancy Couillard  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 

Mark Courtney  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Tim Courtney  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Paul Cummings  
    In memory of Francis Michael Cummings, 

SOS2(SS) 
Beverly and John Paul Currier  
    In memory of Paul C. Currier Sr, Ship 

Progressman Machinist, PNS 
Elizabeth DesJardins  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Richard DesJardins  
Susan DesJardins Burns  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Joe Donovan  
William (Bill) Eldredge  
    In memory of LTJG John Grafton 
Ronald Estes  
    In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
Sue Evans  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Roger Ferguson  
Michael and Georgette Fernald  
Larry Ferrell  
Robert and Mary Flannery  
William J. Forbes  
    In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
Phillip Giambri  
Art Gilmore  
Stephen Hallquist  
    In memory of Samuel Joseph Dabruzzi, ETN2(SS) 
Linda Hamel  
    On behalf of WWII subvet William C. Tebo 
David and Maureen Harvey 
    In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
Deb Henderson  
    In memory of Tilmon Arsenault, ENCA(SS) 
Charles Honsberger  
Larry Iden  
Carol J. Jaquay and Hope E. Pena  
    In memory of Maurice F. Jaquay, Sonar Field 

Engineer, Raytheon 
Larry Jordan  
    In memory of James Frank Phillippi, SOS2(SS) 
John Kiser 
David Kleinberg  
Bill Klier  
    In memory of Bill Klier, RN1(SS) 
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Fred and Cathy Lalley  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Jeff Lalley 
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Lynne Lawrence  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 
Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Charles P. Leonard   
    "In honor of my Shipmates & the Personnel of the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard who were onboard 
USS Thresher"  

Edward Lyons  
Ed Martin  
    In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
Joe and Nancy Massaro  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
John McArdle  
Scott McCord 
    In memory of Donald J. McCord, MM1(SS) 
Alfred Scott McLaren, CAPT USN (Ret.) Ph.D.  
    In memory of his lost shipmates 
Susan McLeman 
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Raymond McPhillips  
Philip Munvez  
Carol Murphy  
    In memory of Maurice F. Jaquay, Sonar Field 

Engineer, Raytheon 
Tom & Jane Naleway  
Bill Niland  
Rik Nilsson  
Jane O'Neil 
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Donna Pennel  
    In memory of Tilmon Arsenault, ENCA(SS) 
Jack L. Pope  
Keith Post  
Paul and Francine Provencher  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
David Rawson  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 
Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Roger Retzski  
Frank Sardinha Jr.  
Herbert Saunders  
Roger Schaffer  
Gerald Sedor  
    In memory of LT Merrill F. Collier 

John Shaw, CAPT USN Retired  
Mary & Alan Sinnett  
    In memory of Alan Dennison Sinnett, FT2(SS) 
Martha Soucy  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Linda Soucy  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Timothy W. Steele  
Mary Stienel-Andriotakis  
    In memory of Robert E. Steinel, SN1(SS) 
Brian Stucker  
William C. Tebo  
Mike Trotto  
USS Jack 2018 Reunion   
USS Sea Owl Association  
    In memory of Edgar Solon Bobbitt EM2(SS) 
USS Sea Poacher Association  
    In memory of George Bracey, SD3(SS) and 
    Elwood Forni, SOCA(SS) 
USSVI Carolina Piedmont Base  
USSVI Central Florida Base 
USSVI Central Texas Base  
USSVI Razorback Base  
USSVI Rhode Island Base  
USSVI USS Maine Base  
USSVI Wyoming Base  
Elenor Van Pelt  
    In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
Peter Van Pelt  
    In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
Fernley Wagner, Jr.  
     In memory of his lost Thresher shipmates 
Stephen Walsh  
Fred Ward  
Daniel Wiley  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Jonathan Wiley  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
John P. Williams  
    In memory of Andrew "Doc" Gallant Jr., HMC(SS) 
Marie Wise 
     In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Frank Wise  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Michael Wise  
   In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
James Wise  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Dan Wrobel  
    In memory of Thomas William and Bill 

Vormbrock 
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Gregory Young 
 
Silver ($50 to $99) 
Anonymous  
Dave    
Tom    
Ron Anderson 
    In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
Roy Bloch  
Guy Bringley  
David B Carlson  
MaryEllen Ciampi  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Dale and Karen Dagett  
    In memory of Fred Philip Abrams, Civilian 

Inspector, PNS 
Carl Dahlman, CDR USN Retired  
    In memory of Ronald Keiler, IC1(SS) 
Boyd Deckard  
John Doherty 
Martin Eastwood  
Joann Fancher 
    In memory of every hero 
Jeff Gagne  
Roy Graves 
Michael Hickory  
John Hinzelman  
Vernon C. Honsinger  
John Jarrell  
Tom Kelly  
William Kinnes  
Matt Lahourcade  
Marc Lalley  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Kevin Leahy  
John Maier  
Walter MalonePeter W. Martin  
Richard Masse  
Gail Maynard  
Joseph Morales  
James Nault  
Tim Oliver  
Maureen ONeil  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Alfred Page  
Samuel Pott  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
 
 

Peter Quirk  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
James Ransom  
Ronald H Reimann  Sr  
Chuck Scheys  
    In memory of Robert E. Charron, Electronic 

Engineer, PNS 
Bob Smith  
Paul Strauss  
Douglas W. Stutzman  
David Turner  
David Van Pelt  
    In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
Anne Van Pelt  
    In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
George Van Teslaar  
    In memory of James Frank Phillippi, SOS2(SS) 
Arnold VanderWoude  
John Wall  
Robert Way  
K. Dean Willeford  
    In memory of his lost shipmates 
Ken and Peg Wolcott  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
 
Bronze ($5.93 to $49) 
Anonymous  
    In memory of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
Anonymous  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Anonymous  
Peter    
Ronald Alexander  
Thomas Armstrong  
Louis Barbaria  
Robert Bareiss  
Christine Bauer  
Harry Behret  
    In memory of Aaron Jackie Gunter, QM1(SS) 
Richard Blatchford  
Amanda Bock 
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Alycya Boisvert 
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Edward Burdick  
ICC(SS) Gregory C. Campbell USN (RET)  
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Jonathan Clark James Coan  
    In memory of SOCA (SS) Elwood Forni and in 

honor of ETC(SS) John W. Williams USN ret. 
James Coan  
Heidi Cobleigh 
    In memory of Donald J. McCord, MM1(SS) 
John Cunnally - The International 

Submariners Association of the United 
States of America 

Julie Dalton  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Robert David  
Anthony Esper 
     In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Mark Farrell  
Anna Foley  
Marcia Freeman  
    In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
Richard Fyten 
James Gibson  
Valerie Gruber 
     In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
Aaron Hallqui   
Paul Hiser  
Jimmy Howell  
Scott Hughes  
Bernard Jenkins  
Edward Jones  
Bayla Kallstrom  
Thom Kelley  
Tom LaPlant  
Robin Albert Lehman  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Arlene Lelos  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Harol Maier 
Susan Martin  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Michael Masishin  
Larry Mayes  
Jane Bailey McChesney  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Claire Mcdonald 
Rosemary McLaughlin  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 

Michael McLean  
    In memory of my wife Betty Jeanne (Bj) McLean 
Jeff Mixon  
Joseph Morales  
Ellen O'Connor  
Kaare Ogaard  
Corinna Olson  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Sarah Orzalli  
Brenda Paquette  
John Parker  
William Pickering  
Paul Piva  
    In memory of Donald E. Wise, MMCA(SS) 
Bob Powell  
Wendell Scott Purrington  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Joseph A. Puzio, Jr.  
William J. Ramey  
John Robert  
Ellen Roche  
    In memory of my mother, Lillian Donovan, Donald 

Wise's Godmother. 
Samuel Rubin  
    In memory of Paul Alfred Guerette, Marine 

Engineering Technician, PNS 
Al Singleman 
Laurie Smith  
    In memory of Richard Desjardins, Supervisory 

Electrical Engineer, PNS 
Christopher Smith  
Herm Stolzenburg  
Michael Thurston  
Jim Tolsma  
Bryan Tracy  
Barr Trosper  
    In memory of his lost shipmates 
USS William H. Bates (SSN 680) Association  
Mary Elizabeth Van Pelt  
    In memory of Roger Van Pelt, IC1(SS) 
Perry Wilford  
Brad Williamson  
Thomas Young  
Nick Zuzich
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Appendix B: Congressional Letter 
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Appendix C: USS Thresher Family Letters 
From the Family of LTJG John Joseph Wiley 
 

The family of LtJG John Joseph Wiley strongly supports the proposal for a 
memorial to be placed at Arlington National Cemetery to honor the men and 
legacy of the USS Thresher lost at sea on April 10, 1963. We feel this is 
important because: 

• The lessons learned through this tragedy continue to drive the protocol 
used for submarine safety programs.  
• We must never forget the human cost in defense of our nation during 
any period of conflict, but especially the Cold War, a period of American 
military history which is often overlooked. 
A memorial in the nation’s foremost sacred national cemetery would honor 

their sacrifice for our country and emphasize the point that freedom is not free - in times of contentious 
peace or armed conflict. 

The SUBSAFE program established after the loss of the USS Thresher is a dynamic program that has 
potentially saved countless submariners from a similar disastrous accident. It is our understanding that 
the men of the USS Thresher stayed at their assigned stations while descending, making reports on the 
situation and the submarine’s condition even though knowing that they were doomed. They displayed 
an outstanding example of courage and commitment to ensure the challenges they encountered would 
not happen again. 

The tragic death of LtJG John Joseph Wiley was mourned by his hometown 
of Altoona, PA in 1963 and his memory as an outstanding student-athlete 
continues 55 years later in a scholarship at his high school, Bishop Guilfoyle 
High School. Like his comrades aboard the submarine, he accepted the call 
President Kennedy gave to the nation during his inaugural address in 1961: 
“And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you -- 
ask what you can do for your country.”   Just months after that address, John 
accepted his diploma from President Kennedy at the U.S. Naval Academy, 
and ironically these two Navy men both died tragically in 1963. The 
memorial would not only honor the USS Thresher men, but also be a 
challenge to others to do their part in keeping our nation safe and free as 

President Kennedy asked of all Americans. The impact upon our family due to the USS Thresher’s tragic 
loss and John’s commitment, is that we have since dedicated over 100 years of serving and defending 
our country as U.S. Army officers and as special agents in the Federal Law Enforcement Community. 
John’s dedication continues to inspire the younger generations of our family to serve and defend our 
country. 

It is our sincere hope that the Arlington National Cemetery Memorial Board approves this request and 
moves forward in selecting a site for the USS Thresher Memorial. The men of the USS Thresher qualify 
for the national recognition Arlington provides. 
 
Sincerely, 

The Wiley Family 
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Letter from a Thresher Daughter 
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